
 
Race 8 – Gary Kershaw Cup 
August 29, 2009 
Victoria, BC 
 
There are times when the racing Gods can be so crue l that virtually nothing could make a team want to go on 
to the next race…this race weekend was the opposite  of that! After displaying the Evil Iron Sprint Car  in front 
of the Market on Millstream Friday August 28, the t eam enjoyed another perfect-weather Saturday night at 
Western Speedway. 

                                                                             

 
 

The competition in the WilRoc series is so tight at  the moment that the top five qualifiers for the ev ent were 
separated by less than one tenth of a second…with G uy Barrett being the fifth. While that did erase th e option 
of a “fast dash” start for Team G-Force, it would s ave tire wear and pay dividends later in the evenin g. Barrett 
raced a solid and consistent “fast heat” race finis hing in the third position and looking for some “ae ro 
adjustment” to both the top and front wings. The ti res campaigned by the series all come from the same  
manufacturer and indeed the same supplier, but are not consistently equal. While compound is consisten t, the 
size (stagger) can vary and the perfect fit for a p articular car is not always available. This would b e the 
problem faced by team tire specialist Chris Gallaug her as he tried in vein to stretch and correctly st agger the 
rear tires to help the car handle perfectly. To com pound the problems, a 3-inch cut was found on the r ight rear 
qualifying tire which must be run all night. A “con cerned” Barrett showed it to officials, but it was to remain 
on the car as per the rules or else the 42 would st art at the rear.  
 

                                                  
 
 



 
The team finished preparation on the machine and Ba rrett resigned to the fact that he would have to us e his 
right foot to try and make up for the lack of handl ing in the 30-lap feature race. The cut RR tire was  turned 
around on the rim to allow it to wear evenly after being used earlier and then Barrett strapped-in, mi ndful of 
the looming potential tire disaster. After lengthy cautions in the support classes, the WilRoc sprinte rs pushed 
off for their main event with Guy Barrett starting inside row three. From the drop of the green Barret t was 
looking very good and made up two positions, but wi thin two laps those spots were lost and on the thir d 
circuit Barrett just barely squeezed by the crashin g cars of Rob Scott and Matt Mansell going into tur n 1. 
 

                
 
Guy circulated under caution passing by his crew gi ving a bewildered thumbs-up that the car was un-
damaged and the carnage moved the car into the 4 th position. After the restart, only a dozen more lap s went 
by with Barrett once again losing ground before ano ther accident happened in his face coming out of tu rn four 
when Darren Yates lost his top wing and collected t he #92 car of Jeff “the Iceman” Bird. This time the  red 
would fly and the crew checked in on a rather surpr ised Barrett who could not believe the view he was getting 
of incidents around him. The race was shortened by officials to 25 laps and Barrett chased defending s eries 
champ Scott Aumen to the checkers advancing his gap  on the battle for second in the points, but virtua lly 
sealing the point championship win for Aumen with a  single race remaining September 19 in Victoria.  
 
“What a strange night! I don’t even feel like we ra ced…” was the comment from a rather fresh Guy Barre tt as 
the fans were greeted afterward. 
 

              


