Race 7 — Daffodil Cup
August 14/15, 2009
Victoria, BC

“Extremely pleased and relieved” is a good way to d escribe the result of Team G-Force and Guy Barrett  at the
completion of the 49 B running of the historic Daffodil Cup race co-sanct ioned by WilRoc and the ASA/NSRA
group out of Washington. A truly awesome group of t ravelling sprinters from ldaho, Oregon, Washington,
Alberta and across BC visited Victoria to contest t he richest and most prestigious event Western Speed  way
has ever hosted! Qualifying was held on Friday nigh t and Guy Barrett once again posted the quickest ti me
ever for the Evil Iron sprint car but the caliber o  f competition was so stiff that a 7 t quick time out of 25
qualifiers was the outcome in the event which has ¢ = aused the team such heartache in the past.

The travelling ASA sprint cars are lighter and have roughly 100 more
horses than the cars Barrett typically runs with, b ut on a 4/10 mile flat
track like Western Speedway, local knowledge and ab  ility to best use the
car's power is king. Barrett would start his heat r ace outside the second
row in an event where the driver must place 4 ™ or better to maintain their

qualifying position in the main event on Saturday. From the beginning of
the race, trouble would find the field and indeed B arrett would have to
jump on the brakes to avoid an incident in front of him on lap one which

resulted in 3-time race winner Jeff Montgomery clip ping the right rear tire
of the #42 car. As the field circulated awaiting th e restart, Barrett darted
into the pit area with that very tire flat. The cre  w had to scramble to put
on a new tire and that wound up being the one thet  eam was mandated to
use in the Daffodil Cup feature race by “the rules” ...more on this later!
This scenario is a major disadvantage in that the t  ire will have to endure
more wear and another heat cycle thus making it les s effective in a long
race like the 50-lap Daffodil Cup!




Once the race restarted, Barrett had to make his wa y from the rear of the field, having surrendered hi s starting
position due to the pit-stop. He wasted no time cha  rging to the front behind Montgomery, who would als o]
restart from the rear, but with just a couple laps remaining, Barrett watched in horror as Montgomery and
Edmonton’s Merv Barcello touched wheels in front of him sending Montgomery nearly head-on into the
wall...Jeff “the Hurricane” Montgomery would walk awa y and Barrett would grab the crucial 4 B place finish to
guarantee his position in the feature race.

The crew arrived early on sunny Saturday and prepar ed the car for the “big show” with minimal changes
required other than a check on the frame. A 12-car invert (of 24 starters) would post Guy 7th from the wave of
the green and he wasted no time dispatching his fir st victim en-route to 6 B place when the red flag stopped
the event at lap 13 for a crash and roll by Darren Yates in turn 4. The crew was to the car instantly and Guy
unbuckled to allow for re-fueling as the race lengt h would use every gallon of methanol the car would hold.

“Did you guys make sure you couldn’t get another

teaspoon in there?!” barked the intense Barrett as he got
strapped back into his machine to restart the race. A cold
drink and removal of some tape on the nose of the ¢  ar
followed as the field re-formed and Barrett continu ed his
charge taking another spot into 5 " then up to 4 " as
caution after caution flew. The field circulated la  p after lap
but two things were working against the Evil Iron s printer.
The right rear tire was finally showing its lack of grip and
more importantly, fuel was becoming a major concern

Other cars in the field have larger tanks, more eff ective
fuel delivery systems or simply get better fuel eco nomy.
The event was ultimately cut to 45 laps and Barrett tried to

hang on by modifying his turn entry and exit in an attempt
to help the fuel problem, but in doing so was passe d with five laps to go by Jeff Bird leaving Barrett in 5" as
the checkers flew. The final result, however, would be modified by the very situation Team G-Force avo  ided by
following the rules and running extra laps on the ¢ orrect right rear tire. During post-race inspection , winning
driver Rich Larson had the title and winnings taken away from him as his right rear tire was found not to be
the one he qualified on. This moved the #42 car bac  k into 4 th position and a very pleased crew unveiled new
special edition “hero” cards to the visiting fans i n the pit area afterward. The night vaulted Barret t from 5 B

place up into 2nd behind defending Champion Scott A umen in the Championship hunt. Two races remain in
Victoria on the WilRoc schedule on Saturdays August 29" and September 19. See you there!!l




